
DICTIONARY 
SKILLS.

How to  make  the  bes t  use  o f  
d i c t ionary .



MEANING  OF DICTIONARY;
REF: OXFORD ENGLISH 

DICTIONARY.

n.  book  expla in ing ,  usua l ly  in  
a lphabet ica l  order ,  words  o f  a  

language ,  or  g iv ing  the ir  
equiva lent  in  another  language ;  

re ference  book o f  words  and 
topics  o f  sub jec ts  arranged in  

a lphabet ica l  order .



DICTIONARY: ITS 
MEANING.

I t  i s  pr imar i ly  a  book  o f  re ference ,  a  
book  worth  s tudy ing .

I t  i s  to  supply  much more  than  jus t  
meanings  and  spe l l ings .

I t  has  a  wea l th  o f  in format ion .
I t  records  the  changes  in  vocabulary .



HOW TO USE A 
DICTIONARY?

Dict ionary  can  be  easy  to  use  by  
knowing i t s  P lan ,   the  Dic t ionary  

p lan .
Each and every  d ic t ionary  has  i t s  

unique  p lan .
Read f i rs t  a  f ew  pages  o f  d ic t ionary  

to  understand d ic t ionary .
The  introduct ion  expla ins  the  p lan  o f  

d ic t ionary .



 WHY USE THE DICTIONARY?
 To  Look up  the  meaning  o f  an  Engl i sh  word  you  see  or  hear .
 To  F ind  the  Engl i sh  t rans lat ion  o f  a  word  in  your  language .  

 To  Check  th e  spe l l ing  o f  a  word .  
 To  Check  th e  p lura l  o f  a  noun or  past  t ense  o f  a  verb .

 To  F ind  out  o ther  grammat ica l  informat ion about  a  word .
 To  F ind  the  synonym or  antonym of  a  word .

 To  Look up  the  co l locat ions  o f  a  word .
 To  Check  the  par t  o f  speech  o f  a  word .

 To  F ind  out  how to  say  a  word .
 To  F ind  out  about  the  reg i s t er  o f  a  word .  

 To  F ind  exam ples  o f  the  use  o f  a  word  in  natura l  language .



FUNCTIONS OF 
DICTIONARY.

What  most  o f  people  th ink  i s  that  the  d ic t ionary  
has  on ly  one  funct ion  to  descr ibe  one  word ’s  
meaning ,  but  the  d ic t ionary  has  even  more  

funct ions ,  that  are  ment ioned be low:                      1 .  Synonyms.
                                                   2 .  Usage  of  
words .
                      3 .  Par ts  o f  speech .
                                                   4 .  
Pronunciat ion .
                      5 .Sy l labicat ion .
                                                   6 .  Meaning .
                      7 .  Etymology .
                                                   8 .  Var iants .
                     9 .  Inf lec t ions .



GUIDEWORDS:

Guidewords  are  the  two  words  present  on  the  top  
o f  every  page  o f  the  d ic t ionary .  The  one  on  the  l e f t  

corner  i s  the  f i r s t  word  o f  the  page  and the  las t  
one  i s  present  on  the  r ight  corner .

Al l  the  words  whose  in format ion  are  g iven  on  that  
page  l i e  w i th in  these  two  words ’  gap .

For  example :
Succeed  and suck  are  two  guidewords  o f  a  

d ic t ionary .



 ENTRY WORD

Entry  words  are  the  words  that  are  
expla ined on  the  page .  They  are  typed in  
bo ld  l e t t ers  so  that  i t  i s  easy  to  locate  the  

word we  want  to  search  the  meaning  o f .
For  Example :
Highroad .

High school .
High sounding ,   e t c .



SYNONYMS
Synonyms are  the  words  that  are  same in  meanings .  
Dic t ionary  ac ts  as  a  Thesaurus  and he lps  bui ld ing  
vocabulary  by  expla in ing a  word ’s  synonyms too .

For  exa mple :
Synonyms for  LOVE are :

Deep  a f f ec t ion .
Fond ness

Tender ness
Wa rmth
In t ima cy

Atta chment
Endearment ,  e tc .



USAGE

A dic t ionary  he lps  a  person  by  t e l l ing  the  
use  o f  a  word  as  we l l ,  How should  i t  be  

used ;  formal ly  or  in formal ly .
Example :

Formal :  Much .
Thank you very  much .

In formal :  Heap .
Thanks  a  heap!



PART OF SPEECH
A dic t ionary  he lps  us  by  expla in ing the  parts  o f  

speech  the  word  i s .
A word  can  be ,  somet imes ,  two  or  more  than  two  

par ts  o f  speech .
A d ic t ionary  expla ins  the  meaning o f  the  word  
according  to  every  par t  o f  speech  the  word  i s .

For  example :



PRONUNCIATION

Pronunc ia t ion  i s  the  the  way  in  which  a  
word  i s  pronounced ,  i t  i s  the  manner  o f  

speaking .
The  pronunc iat ion  o f  entry  words  fo l low  

and these  are  present  in  brackets  and  
exp la ins  us  the  way  to  pronounce  the  word  

we  are  search ing  about .
For  example :

Pronunc iat ion  o f  pronunc iat ion  i s :
[pr n ns e ( )n]əˌ ʌ ɪˈ ɪʃ ə



SYLLABICATION

I t  i s  Accentuat ion :  S t ress  pat tern .
I t  i s  important  to  l earn  which  sy l lab le  take  

s t ress  ( i t  i s  ind icated  by  a  dash  or  dot  p laced  
immediate ly  a f ter  the  s t ressed  sy l lab le) .  

Trans fer  o f  s t ress  form one  sy l lab le  to  
another  somet imes  a l t er  the  grammat ica l  

funct ions  as  we l l  as  the  meaning  o f  a  word .
For  instance ,

ab ’ s t rac t ,  w i th  s t ress  on  f i r s t  sy l lab le ,  i s  a  
noun and means  a  summary ,  whi l e  abstract ’ ,  

the  s t ress  on  the  second sy l lab le ,  i s  a  verb  
and means  to  take  away .



MEANING

The  most  important  funct ion  o f  the  
d ic t ionary  for  which  we  commonly  consul t  

i t  i s  f inding  the  meaning  o f  a  word .  A  
d ic t ionary  expla ins  a l l  the  poss ib le  

meanings  o f  a  word .
For  example :

The  word ‘Choke ’  has  4  meanings .
One  as  a  verb ,  one  as  a  phrasa l  verb  and 

the  o ther  two  as  noun.



ETYMOLOGY

Etymology  means  the  s tudy  o f  
roots .  In  d ic t ionary ,  Etymology  o f  
words  are  g iven  which  te l l  us  f rom 
where  the  word i s  der ived ,  what  i s  

i t s  or ig in ,  when was  i t  f i r s t  spoken ,  
what  d id  i t  mean  prev ious ly ,  e tc .



VARIANTS

Var iants  are  the  d i f f erent  ways  o f  say ing  a  
word .

These  var ia t ions  are  caused  by  spe l l ings  or  
pronunc iat ions .

For  Example :
Colour  and co lor .

Behav iour  and Behav ior .
F lavour  and F lavor .



INFLECTIONS

In  grammar ,  inf l ec t ion  or  in f lex ion  i s  the  
modi f i ca t ion  o f  a  word  to  express  d i f f erent  

grammat ica l  categor ies ;
Such  as  tense ,  mood ,  vo ice ,  aspec t ,  person ,  

number ,  gender  and case .
The  in f lec t ion  o f  verbs  i s  a l so  

ca l l ed  con jugat ion ,  and  the  in f l ec t ion  
o f  nouns ,  ad jec t ives  and  pronouns  i s  a l so  

ca l l ed  dec lens ion .
For  example :

Sweet ,  sweeter ,  sweetes t ,  sweet ly ,  e tc .

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammatical_category
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammatical_tense
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammatical_mood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammatical_voice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammatical_aspect
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammatical_person
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammatical_number


ANOTHER FUNCTION OF 
DICTIONARY IS THAT IT 
ENRICHES VOCABULARY.

A good vocabulary  i s  one  o f  the  
ha l l -marks  o f  an  educated  person ,  

and a  pr i ce l ess  possess ion  in  
educat ional ,  bus iness  and in  soc ia l  

l i f e .
How to  acqu ire  i t?



 ACQUIRE  VOCABULARY  
FROM:

Conversat ions ,  By  L i s ten ing  to  rad io ,  
Watching  TV,  audio  t racks ,  Reading  and 

Regular  use  o f  the  DICTIONARY.
 DON’T  FORGET!

I t  i s  not  enough to  know only  what  a  word  
means  one  must  be  ab le  to  use  i t  in  

conversat ion  and wr i t ing .



THE NEED FOR 
EXACTNESS:

Abi l i t y  to  choose  and use  the  r ight  words  depends  
upon the  range  o f  one ’ s  vocabulary ,  and th is  w i l l  be  

adequate  on ly  i f  opportunit ies  are  taken  to  re fer  
good d ic t ionar ies .

Words  change  the ir  meanings .
See  th is  example :

 Var iants  o f  word  ‘K ILL ’
 He was  s la in  on  the  bat t l e f i e ld .

 The  robbers  k i l l ed  h im.
 He was  murdered  in  co ld  b lood .
 Al l  the  sheep were  s laughtered .

 The  cr iminal  was  executed .


